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Introduction 
 

Its looks like we are getting closer to 
“normality” again in terms of day-to-day life 
following the pandemic, though the 
consequences of the pandemic and the 
Ukraine war are being felt globally in the form 
of dramatic inflation as well as impact on the 
educational progression of children. 
 
The work of the hostels continues and once 
again we want to thank you for the part you 
play in helping these young people break out 
of their own personal cycle of poverty. 
 
In this bulletin we want to tell you about:  

 what has been going on in the Bellary 
Area and hostels, including the 
activities of some ex-pupils at the 
Bellary Hostel,  

 the status of the office construction 
project,  

 the current financial situation. 
 
Halvi hostel 
 

The hostel is fully operational, with 40 boys in 
residence for the current academic year. 
 
Sadly, the Covid disruption of the past 2 years 
took its toll on the boys sitting “10th 
Standard” exams (age 15-16) with 4 of the 5 
failing the April/May exams and having to re-
sit in July. They are currently awaiting results.  
 
If they do not pass the re-sits then they can 
either take an alternative “Supplementary” 
set of exams in about 6 months or sadly 
some may drop out. 
 
With the Halvi hostel having achieved 
excellent results with many distinctions for so 
many years, this is sad news and, now that 
the “normal” examinations process has 
resumed, reflects the harsh impact of the 

pandemic. (You may remember from the 
December Bulletin that last year a similar 
approach to the UK was taken based on their 
monthly test averages and all boys passed, 
with 2 receiving 1st class and 5 with 2nd class 
gradings). 
 
The second harsh impact of the current global 
situation is high price inflation in India, with 
many basic items 25-30% more expensive. As 
a consequence, the Hostel budget has had to 
increase from Rs 705,000 to Rs 935,000 (i.e. 
from £7,000 to £9,300) per year. 
 
This still represents only about £233 per year 
- or less than £20 per month - per boy but is 
a huge increase and presents a major 
problem for the BSG. Last financial year, 
regular support was in the order of £2300, 
plus one-off donations of about £1000 
(excluding the £2215 for “grain kits”).  
 
This regular income of about £3300 is 
significantly below the now budgeted amount 
of £9300 and the deficit emphasizes the 
urgent need for an immediate as well as a 
long-term funding solution. (See later in the 
Bulletin for the status of the Offices project). 
 
If you can consider increasing your regular or 
one-off giving this would be very helpful and 
much appreciated. 
 
On a happy note, in March the Warden of the 
Halvi hostel and his wife had their second 
baby. The baby was delivered by Caesarean 
and the child had to remain in ICU for some 
days due to breathing problems but is now 
doing well. The BSG helped contribute 
towards these medical costs. 
  
On another positive note, earlier in the year 
some volunteer teachers and others from 
“VBS Ministries” based out of a church in 
Bangalore visited Halvi to support the hostel 



boys and also the local church, providing 
coaching and teaching. (The hostel manager, 
Dr Irvin Emmanuel, and his family have had 
strong connections with Bangalore for many 
years). 
 
 

 
April: VBS volunteers teaching Halvi Hostel boys 
and other local children in the Hostel grounds 
 

 
 
Bellary Hostel boys return  
 

Sathish Paul “graduated” from the Bellary 
Hostel about 10 years ago and is now 
married, a father and living and working in IT 
in Bangalore.  
 
In July he arranged for himself and a number 
of other “alumni” to return to Bellary to meet 
with the boys currently there, tell of their 

experiences, encourage them and also thank 
and “honour” the current Warden Rev Bandi 
who is soon to move-on after 10 years in the 
role. The “old boys” also provided a dinner for 
everyone and sweets for the boys. 
 
It is great to see how the hostel has so 
positively impacted the lives of these young 
men such that they can now give-back. 
 
We hope that on the next visit to Bellary by 
one or more of the trustees we will also be 
able to meet with some more of the “old 
boys” including Sathish and to see how they 
can become more involved locally in Bellary 
and Halvi. 
 

 
July: Bellary Hostel “alumni” revisiting the hostel 
and honouring Warden Rev Bandi 
 
Rev Sabhapathy  
 

After a lifetime working with the very poorest, 
with many years in the rural areas (including 
at Halvi), the Rev Sabhapathy sadly died on 
23rd May aged 92. 
 
Working alongside people such as Mr Fred 
Martin who also died some years ago, Rev 
Sabhapathy was an amazing driving-force 
behind the various Hostels and supporter of 
the BSG. On a number of occasions he 
gathered “old boys” back together for 
reunions and to see how their lives had 
developed. He will be greatly missed.  
 



“Break the Cycle” office 
construction initiative 
 

After minimal progress for over 2 years, in 
July the remaining “historical” obstacles were 
cleared relating to the original construction of 
the shops 17 years ago, and Victor Emmanuel 
(Manager of the Bellary Hostel) was able to 
formally apply for the license to construct 12 
offices above the shops (which are adjacent 
to the Bellary Boys Home). 
 
We know we seem to have been talking 
about this for years so hopefully this time we 
can achieve a successful result and way 
forward to secure the long-term future of the 
Halvi Hostel!  
 
This week we heard that the Bellary Planning 
Dept has “cleared” the application and the 
next step in the process is to go to the city 
Engineering Dept for review. 
 
If / when they pass it, then the file returns to 
the Planning Department for final review and 
the Planning License is granted. 
 
The Trustees have authorised spending of 
approx. £1500 for the Planning fee and a 
further £1000 fee for Engineering Department 
review. 
 
If successful, we anticipate a further £1000-
£1500 will be incurred for detailed drawings 
before it can go out to tender – so a total of 
approx. £3500 - £4000 fees.  
 
Before we do that and proceed further, we 
intend to revisit and update the original 
“business case” to confirm the initiative still 
appears viable in terms of construction costs 
and anticipated rental income.  
 
We thank Victor Emanuel for his on-going 
work to make this project happen. 

 
Photo: Showing the current shops, above which 
the offices would be constructed.  
 
Meeting the Bishop 
 

A good working relationship with the bishop 
responsible for the Diocese of which the 
Bellary Area is a part is crucial for the current 
and potential future work of the BSG. 
 
We reported at Christmas that Bishop 
Niranjan retired late last year. Having 
established initial contact in February with the 
new Bishop Martin Borgai soon after his 
appointment, two of the trustees were able to 
meet him face-to-face via Teams in June and 
hear his commitment to the work of the 
hostels across the whole of the KND Diocese, 
and enthusiasm for this work. 
 
We have now commenced regular email 
dialogue with him and look forward to 
meeting in person. 
 
BSG Finances 
We indicated earlier in this Bulletin that the 
current BSG outgoings to pay the running 
costs of the Halvi hostel are now considerably 
in excess of income.   
 
Though the BSG had £70,000 on hand at the 
end of our last financial year (June), almost 
£60,000 is “restricted” funds, given 
specifically for the establishment of a long-
term and sustainable funding solution for the 
Halvi Hostel. This is a great starting point 
should we be able to go ahead with that 
project. As reported in an earlier section, we 
need to use some of this to pay planning 
application and other fees. 
 



The balance of approximately £10,000 is 
“unrestricted” and may be used for the 
running of the Halvi hostel. Unless we can 
increase support, we forecast that by April 
2023 we will breach our policy of having 9 
months cash on hand and will have to make 
some hard decisions regarding long-term 
support of the Halvi Hostel. Please consider if 
you can increase your contribution, or maybe 
invite others to become involved. 
 
India Visit 
Hopefully you can see from this Bulletin that a 
lot is happening and we appear to have 
reached a crucial moment in the life of the 
BSG.  
 
There is a significant mismatch between 
regular income and expenditure to fund the 
running costs of the Halvi Hostel, but there 
are glimmers of hope that we may have a 
way forward with the planning application for 
the offices to cover those costs for the long-
term future.  
 
If positive, that project could take 18 months 
to complete, and in the interim there are a lot 
of steps to take and issues to address 
including: 

 Obtaining final permissions 
 Ensuring an appropriate oversight 

group is in place locally in India 
 Managing a tendering process 
 Confirmation of the business case and 

that this is a viable solution 
 Commencing an appeal and raising the 

balance of the money needed to 
construct the offices, and  

 Addressing the immediate income 
shortfall now and for the period whilst 
construction takes place and before 
rents are received 

 
As part of moving forward on this, two of the 
Trustees intend to visit India likely early 
November. (Don’t worry - this is at their own 
expense!)  
 
We expect this will be an intense business trip 
to meet with the bishop and other key 
individuals locally, assess the “business case” 
for the shops including making local enquiries 
regarding rentals, initiate a general 
“safeguarding” review (as required by our 

policies that we periodically do), inspect the 
Hostels and hopefully meet some of the 
alumni and of course the current boys. 
 
We know some of our supporters have 
relevant skills and experience that may be 
valuable and may wish to offer their support. 
If so, please get in touch with one of the 
Trustees to discuss.  
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