Bellary Bulletin
June 2021 – Covid update
Introduction
Dear Bellary Supporter. Following-on from our
last email update in May and the information
we receive daily via the media regarding the
Covid pandemic in India, we wanted to
provide a further update on the situation in
Bellary and Halvi.
We have reasonably frequent contact with Dr
Irvin in Halvi, and Victor Emanuel in Bellary,
and in summary it is a mixed picture.

Bellary situation
In Bellary, the Boys Home along with schools
and colleges continue to remain closed as
they have been for most of this year, and
since our May update the Covid situation has
become worse with many deaths – as has
been reported generally in the media – and
Victor reporting how one of his friends and
their complete family have died.
However, education is planned to
recommence from 12th July in Karnataka
State where Bellary is situated, but this will
be online and via state TV. This is positive
news for students though problematic for the
very poorest who have no or limited access.
Victor and others in the churches are
currently trying to provide “grain kits”
comprising basic foodstuffs for very poor
families suffering from the pandemic and loss
of work. They comprise 10kg rice, 2kg dall, 2
litres cooking oil, 2kg rava, and 3 kg wheat
flour and cost approx. Rs 1200 (about £12)
each for a family of 4 for 1 month
subsistence.

Grain kits

We cannot use BSG funds given by
supporters specifically for the Hostels or
Office construction project to support this, but
a number of individuals have indicated they
want to help. If any others want to contribute
some “grain kits” then we will be routing all
money specifically given for this purpose
through the BSG and Diocesan bank
accounts. Please contact Peter on
peter.gibson777@btinternet.com or call him
on 07710 397688 or one of the other
Trustees (see below).
Victor is making full use of his relationship
with some ex-pupils at the Wardlaw College
(of which has been Principal for many years)
who are now food merchants and able to
supply at the best possible prices.
Finally in Bellary, unsurprisingly, the local
planning authority has not re-commenced any
on-site visits and inspections so there has
been no progress regarding the office
construction project.

Halvi situation
In contrast to Bellary, the situation approx.
75km away in rural Halvi is currently not as
serious and seems to have improved since
May when it appeared Dr Irvin and his Halvi
clinic together the nearby hospital were at
risk of being overwhelmed.
Dr Irvin communicated last week that “Halvi
is fine by God's grace and your prayers”, but
confided that sadly his brother has died,
leaving a wife and 5 year-old child. This week
though he went back to Bangalore for a few
days to see his wife and family for the first
time in 6 months. They are currently all OK.
All the boys in the Hostel have been able to
take end of year exams - with positive results
and all passing. Halvi is just over the border
in the state of Andhra Pradesh where the
Covid situation is not as bad and Dr Irvin
informed us this week that pupils are due to
return for the new school year starting at the
beginning of July.
During this past 6 months we have paid for a
number of necessary improvements to the
Halvi Hostel. These are new water filters and
tanks and a new TV (which has helped
greatly with on-line learning).

The old well, in need of covering

Finally, in terms of recent additional
expenditure, the Halvi hostel warden’s wife
required emergency C-section in May to
deliver their baby. This cost Rs 35,000 (£350)
representing approx. 4 months salary so way
beyond their means and has been paid from
BSG funds. Mother and baby are both OK.

Conclusion
Thank you for your continued interest and
support in the work of the BSG.
Something we would ask you to consider is
whether you might want to deepen your
connection with the work of the BSG by
becoming a Trustee? If you have a passion
for enabling education for the very poorest
then might this be for you? We do most of
the work by email and meet about 3 times
per year (currently by Zoom) so you can be
based anywhere in the world! A specific need
is for a new Treasurer, but the general desire
is to expand the experience-base of the
Trustees. Please contact Peter to discuss.

Bellary Support Group
REGISTERED UK CHARITY NUMBER 1095365

New water tanks

Dr Irvin has also reported that the old well
(which is no longer used as all water now
comes from a bore-hole we installed some
years ago) has become dangerous and needs
covering securely so we hope to get this done
over the next few weeks.
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